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Received: Abstract
igg:;’:;r 17,2024 Water is main concern for sustainable development. However, Iran is a
July 9, 2025 country which its surplus values is nearly 1.4 of net national production
Available online: and this leads Iran to be dependent to its agriculture section and natural
August 4, 2025 resources in development policies. This indicate why study of water
position in Iran's development policy is important. This research is trying
to answer the following questions of the country water policy. A. how
much is valuable water resources? How much does the consumption have
priority? How much water extraction is permitted? How is consumption
Ke).fwords:' pattern? To answer these questions, water policies affecting on water
policymaking, resources in tow sections of upper- documents and law documents have
development, been ca thematically analyzed using documentary study and critical
economic value of sampling method. The results of the study show that economic, political,
water, agricultural environmental values of water resources have been considered, but
development. environmental values of water is very less considered. The results of the
study also show that the law documents say nothing until when the
environmental values of water can be ignored against to economic values.
It is also unclear how much the unsustainability and imbalance of water
resource against self- efficiency and development growth is bearable.

1) Introduction

Water is main concern for sustainability. Iran is a country which its surplus values is nearly 1.4 of net
national production. Due to crucial role of agriculture in development process, taking any type of
approach and policy related with development, will cause on policies of water to maintain or depletion.
This paper examines effective polices on water resources. To achieve these goals, the following
question arises: How much is valuable water resources? How much does the consumption have priority?
How much water extraction is permitted? How is consumption pattern?

2)Materials and Methods

This research applied documentary method and thematic analysis based on induced analysis. To collect
data, we referred to papers and books, primary resources was identified and the required date was
collected by utilizing critical sampling methos and was analyzed accordingly.

3)Results

The results of the study showed that the government is playing a managerial role to dedicate water
resource to different section and also is responsible to balance water resources in one hand. It also has
the responsibility to make decision on identifying the level of sustainability and to make balance in

* Correhs oné!lin,lg“l uthorMSiade h Sasle%i Salehi * (] Analvsis of Devel ¢ Policies Infl .
0 € our SO aleni = ,. 30C1 nalysis.o. evelo en olicies Inrluencing on
Add\#ess:dﬁlacu?ty ofﬂ’umamt?es Soma (%h CES, Em:«fi‘l S.sdleni UI’l’lZ.El(',I.)il:II”l g

University of Mazandaran, Iran Water anSIAgr lcuuutleelf:eﬁs-ggﬁgg% 658




165 _ Iranian Journal of Irrigation and Water Engineering

achieving water. The government also plays a contradictory role on investment, supporting agriculture
crops for self-efficiency and insuring food security. Forth, the government also plays a role to pursue
increasing agriculture products, exports and aching positive trade balance. All of these ambiguines in
tasks, task conflicts and economic interests will lead agriculture irrigation rights overlook against the
environment. This is specifically true when the general self-efficacy policies in agriculture products,
food security and increasing exports of agriculture crops is out of carrying capacity ecologically.
5)Discussion and Conclusion

To answer research questions, policies affecting on water resources in two sections of upper- documents
and law documents have been thematically analyzed. The results of the study showed that it is clear for
all stakeholder the economic, safety, political and environmental values of water. However, there is
some ambiguity how much water is valuable from environmental point of view. It is not clear in the
surveyed documents that until when environmental value of water can be ignored against its economic
values.

In the long-term strategic documents of water resources, it is clarified that how much water from the
country water resources is achievable and permitted for consumption regarding to each watershed with
compiling carrying capacity whereas the amount of water achievement will not overshoot by
underground water and there is a need for non- construction action for equating and fulfill the need for
the country. There is some ambiguity how much is minimum need of natural environment.
Furthermore, in the 4th Master Plan for Development, the government is forced to: considering the
country water resources under sustainable development approach aims at space and time distribution of
water resources, attention to the area of water shed in the provincial development pan, creating
equilibrium between under water achievement, structural reform of water consumption and dedication
to those crops with economic values in agriculture section, enhancing public participation and local
organizations in the water shed, developing capital investment with prioritizing irrigation system and
small plan for supplying water. However, how much water achievement will stay in balance. It is not
clear how sustainability and unsustainability of water will be measured.
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